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Welcome to Vietnam Travel Magic
I have loved the past three months
backpacking Southeast Asia across
Thailand, Laos and Cambodia.
The next chapter of my adventure
takes me across Vietnam; traveling
from the north, starting in the
capital city of Hanoi, heading south
along the coastal beaches to Saigon.
I flew into the chaos of Hanoi,
hiked Mt. Fansipan from Sapa,
sailed the legendary Halong Bay,
and now I’m traveling south to
Phong Nha-Ka National Park to
explore some really gigantic caves.
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I found the hostel that I had booked, but they didn’t have a dorm bed until the afternoon,
so I unrolled my yoga mat by the pool, and slowly resolved the stiffness in my lower back.

After breakfast, I listened to a presentation given by the hostel owner about the local area.
He explained that the farming valley had slowly been converted into a tourist destination
after it was designated a Unesco World Heritage site in 2003 due to its huge cave systems.
This informative talk was then followed by a sales pitch to join a guided group tour that
visited two local caves for only 1,500,000 dong ($75), which was way out of my budget.

Luckily, I met Seth from Austin, Texas, who had been riding a motorcycle across Vietnam.
He invited me to join him on his bike to explore the local caves, and I happily accepted.

As we waited in line at the station to fill up the gas tank, Seth asked me: “Do you know
the difference between beer nuts and deer nuts?” I raised a questioning eyebrow and he
replied: “Well, beer nuts are around a dollar seventy and deer nuts are under a buck.”

As we zoomed down the road, passing majestic karst mountains, the jokes kept flowing.
“Did you hear about the dyslexic guy who went out drinking? He walked into a bra!”
I happily realized that it had been way too long since I had met another jokester like me.

“I heard that a rice farmer won the Nobel Prize? Yeah, he was outstanding in his field.”
“I knew a photographer that went crazy trying to take a close-up picture of the horizon.”

After a quick 9km ride, we arrived at our first destination of the Dark Cave, where we
were just in time to catch a tour. We were given a climbing harness, lifejacket, and a
yellow helmet with a lamp, and then ushered up a spiral staircase to the top of a tower.

Seth and I each ziplined across the Son River to the cavern entrance and met our group.

Our group of thrill-seekers marched along the boardwalk into the gigantic cave entrance,
passing turquoise-blue waters with anticipation for what awaited us within the darkness.

Inside the cave, we swam upriver and then walked through some slippery passages until we
found ourselves in a narrow cavern that was filled with hip-deep mud that was as thick as
chocolate mousse. Thoroughly coated, we retraced our path and washed off in the river.

Thank you for joining me on this 15-page free preview to visit the Dark Cave, to continue
the adventure with me to Paradise Cave, purchase the full 50-page eBook at Amazon.com.
Won’t you join me for my next adventure to go sightseeing at the ancient capital city of Hue?
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