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Previously on NZ Photo Journal:  
 

After sailing from Auckland to the 
Coromandel Peninsula to cycle 
its amazing coastline for a few 
days, I am now turning inland.  
Once I get over the Coromandel 
Mountain Range and down to 
Thames, I will join the Hauraki 
Rail Trail south into the famous 
Karangahake Gorge.  I am super 
excited that I will soon get to visit 
the Hobbiton Shire in Matamata, 
and then down to the volcanically 
active region of Rotorua where 
there are lots of hot springs. 
Wow, so much to see - let’s go!





Back in the saddle and pedaling down the left side of the road again, I am thankful for the 
overcast skies as the sun can be so intense here!  I’m now heading westward up over the 
Coromandel Mountain Range and then down to Thames to join up with a railway trail. 



The top of the mountain pass looks rather flat, but it was a long way up!  It became so steep 
that I ran out of steam a few times and had to humbly push my bike on the side of the road.



This is what the mountain tops look like in New Zealand -- impenetrable green on green.





After a VERY steep descent, I’m back into flat farmland to ride the Hauraki Rail Trail. 



The old train bridges have been converted to bike trails and fenced to keep the sheep off.



I cycled 62km today, deviously camping for free under a rail trail bridge -- feeling like a troll.



December 11th: Up at 6am with the sun, but didn’t have enough water for breakfast -- uggh.  
I packed my camp gear, and rode 3km to Paeroa, where I found a gas station to get water 
and buy a bag of chocolate cookies.  I then went to the park for an overdue breakfast of 
coffee and protein shake, did my yoga routine, and the world looked a lot brighter -- yeah.  



The city of Paeroa is 
famous for its lemon soda 
that is sold throughout 
New Zealand, so I had 
to get an image of the 
oversized bottle statue.    
After studying the map, 
I happily realized that 
I could hide my yellow 
pannier bags here, as I 
would need to back-track 
to Paeroa after visiting the 
Karangahake Gorge.   
Afterwards, it’s only 22km 
down to Te Aroha where 
I had heard a rumor that 
there is a holiday park 
with a hot tub.



Cycling without the extra weight of my panniers is like added wings as I fly down the road.



Thank you for joining me on this 15-page free preview to cycle to Peoria, to continue the 
adventure with me to Karangahake, please purchase the full 50-page eBook at Amazon.com. 
 
Won’t you join me for my next adventure to visit the Hobbiton Shire from Matamata? 
 
The author, Scott David Plumlee, seen with a monkey on his head below, is an avid world 
traveler, photographer, and writer.  He has traveled to over 40 countries, taken millions of 
photos, and is always willing to share his jokes, stories, and philosophies.  Plumlee is also  
the author of the five book Chain and Bead Jewelry series, and currently loving life in Asheville.

 
Discover more adventures at:  
www.davidchain.com/travels.htm  
 
Visit my Amazon author page at:  
www.amazon.com/author/plumlee 
 
Friend me on Facebook at:  
www.facebook.com/scottdavid.plumlee 
 
View my jewelry designs at: 
www.etsy.com/shop/Davidchain
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